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THE GOVAN LETTER 

Govan’s Music Festival 
2026          
From our cultural correspondent Esme Clark 

 
After a long and miserable winter, we are 

all looking for signs of spring to cheer us 

up. Hurray then for news of the Govan 

Music Festival coming from Sunday 22nd 
to Saturday 28th March. 
 

Paul MacAlindin is giving us world music, ceilidh, 
Govan school choirs, a new musical from 

Riverside Primary, classical music from Scotland 

and France from the Glasgow Barons 

Orchestra and their String Quartet.  
 

Add to that Free Up C.I.C. from the sober 
event provider and ending with a bang on 
the Saturday night with a Bhangra Night. 
With venues across Govan and ridiculously 
low prices, there is something for everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Wealth Building  
Real wealth for our community: healthy 
people, good jobs, decent housing and control 
That’s what we should fight for says Ruby Kelly from Maslows 
You might never have heard of it before, but in February the Scottish 

Government passed the Community Wealth Building Bill. It’s a long 

and boring read (trust me), but it could be an important one for our 

community.  
 

In it they say they want to “redistribute economic power, strengthen local 
decision making, and foster sustainable growth”. Cutting through the jargon, 

that means more power in the hands of Glasgow City Council, and a chance to 

make the council work for us.  
 

We need to ask ourselves; What would community wealth building look like in 

Govan, and how could it improve my neighbourhood? Is it more jobs? More 

tailored health care, better access to free childcare? More locally owned 

businesses, more support for existing independent businesses? Do we want our 

neighbourhood to be more appealing to tourists?  

 

‘Make it beneficial for our neighbourhood’ 
North Ayrshire Council was the first in Scotland to pilot this in 2020. Since 

then they have reported an increase in local business ownership and money 

coming back into local residents pockets, instead of turning into profit for 

CEOs. But there is no guarantee that the bill will make any difference at all if 

it's not done properly, so we have to make sure it is beneficial for our 

neighbourhood. 
 

Govan is a special place with a strong sense of self and community, filled with 

people working to help others; I am lucky to work alongside many of them. 

However, we all know that Govan is still suffering. We need more jobs, a 

stronger local economy, and autonomy over the buildings and businesses in our 

neighbourhood. How can we fix this? For years people have been asking this 

but it’s time the solutions came from residents themselves.  
 

Govan isn’t a rat in a lab to be experimented on; our residents know 

our community, and care (often loudly!) about improving it. We saw 

how effective community action can be when the Water Row tenants 

teamed up with Living Rent to push back on rent hikes by Govan 

Housing Association/ Water Row Company (continued page 4). 

action and make your voice heard: Register to Vote!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUSTINGS FOR THE SCOTTISH 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 2026 

All candidates invited 

Bring your own questions. The  BIG issue for Govan 

Community Council is how we can get more housing 

that is affordable and democratically controlled  

The Pearce Institute, Govan Cross  

THURSDAY 23 APRIL AT 7  p.m. 

 

THE MARY BARBOUR 
BRIDGE ? 
Representatives of Govan Community 
Council attended discussions with the 
City Council on 3 March to put the case 
for naming the new bridge after Mary 
Barbour, the great housing campaigner.  
 
In 1915 Mary united the tenants of the shipbuilding 

communities of Partick and Govan to demand an end 

to wartime profiteering by landlords – with the 

workers in the shipyards and munitions factories 

striking in support. The government gave in. Rents 

were frozen – and within four years good quality 

council housing was being built.  The beneficial 

results lasted across Britain for sixty years. 

Enough to merit Mary Barbour’s recognition ? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids on 
Holiday 

GOVAN’S YOUTH INFORMATION PROJECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Streetwork  

GYIP’s street work project has been in operation with partners (Police Scotland, Neighbourhood Regeneration & Sustainability, Glasgow 

Life and Local Housing Representatives) for eight years. The street work project has provided consistent, relationship-based support to 

young people in their own spaces over this sustained period. Its long-term presence has built trust with young people who may not engage 

with traditional services, enabling early identification of risks such as exploitation, substance misuse, mental health difficulties, or 

involvement in anti-social behaviour. Over time, workers have positively influenced attitudes, improve decision-making, and support access 

to education, training, health, and specialist services. This continuity helps young people develop resilience, confidence, and a sense 
of belonging. 
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Govan Youth Information Project (GYIP) is a long-
established local charity supporting children and young 
people across Govan and the surrounding area.  
For over 30 years GYIP has provided safe, welcoming spaces 

where young people aged 5 to 25 can take part in activities, 

get advice and build confidence. From youth clubs and holiday 
programmes to school workshops and one-to-one support, 

the project helps young people in Govan develop skills, 

improve wellbeing and access opportunities for the future, 

while playing an important role in strengthening the local 

community.  The team consists of 

Kevin Burke – Project Manager  

Gina Campbell – Youth Work Co-ordinator 

John Aitken – Project Youth Worker 

Ethan McInally – Outreach Worker 

Sam McCann – Outreach Worker 

 

 
How to register 
GYIP’s registration runs from January – December each 
year and is done via an online form.  This registration 
sees your child/young person registered for all their 
services for the full year so there is no need to re-
register for each club they attend.  If you are unsure if 
they are already previously registered, please contact us 
on 0141 445 4505 before completing the form.  Please 
register using the QR code below 

 
Youth Clubs 
GYIP deliver several sessions of youth provision each week.  
There is a session every day except Sunday.  
You can find the details below : 
Monday Teen Drop in (VR / Podcasting)  – 4:30 pm – 7:30 
pm,  for age 5+ (G.Y.I.P. Office , 9 Water Row) 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday Teen Drop in’s 
– 4.30pm – 7:30pm, for age 12+ (G.Y.I.P. Office , 9 Water 
Row).   
Friday Youth Provision 7 pm – 9 pm , for age 5+ (Ibrox 
Parish Church)  
Saturday Youth Provision   
7 pm – 9 pm, for ages 5+ (Ibrox Parish Church) 
Afternoon session: 1:00pm – 3:00pm  
 
 

Holiday programmes 
All young people are given a pack of Holiday Programmes  
When: Runs during school holidays, including Easter (Tuesday 7th 
April – Friday 17th April) Summer (Monday 29th June – Friday 7th 
August) and October breaks (Monday 12th – Friday 16th ). Sessions 
take place Monday to Friday: excluding bank/public holidays 
Times: Morning session: 10:00am – 12:00pm: ed lunch; Location: 
Based at Govan Campus School, 635 Govan Road, Glasgow.  
What it includes: Sport activities, Bouncy Castle, consoles, trips, 
Lego, Arts and Crafts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Streetwork  

GYIP’s street work project has been in operation with partners (Police 

Scotland, Neighbourhood Regeneration & Sustainability, Glasgow Life 

and Local Housing Representatives) for eight years. The street work 

project has provided consistent, relationship-based support to young 

people in their own spaces over this sustained period. Its long-term 

presence has built trust with young people who may not engage with 

traditional services, enabling early identification of risks such as 

exploitation, substance misuse, mental health difficulties, or involvement 

in anti-social behaviour. Over time, workers have positively influenced 

attitudes, improve decision-making, and support access to education, 

training, health, and specialist services. This continuity helps young 

people develop resilience, confidence, and a sense of belonging. 

Reduces Tensions 

For the wider community, sustained detached work reduces tensions 

between young people and residents by addressing issues proactively 

rather than reactively. It can lead to reductions in anti-social behaviour, 

improved perceptions of safety, and stronger links between services, 

local authorities, and the community. Detached workers often act as a 

bridge, helping communities better understand young people’s needs and 

perspectives. Unfortunately, this project will cease in April 

2026 due to no more funding.  This will result in trusted 

relationships being lost and progress that has been made 

with young people finishing.  

Long-term costs of discontinuing detached youth work 
Vulnerable young people may now disengage from support entirely, 

increasing the likelihood of harm, crisis intervention, or enforcement-led 

responses. For communities, this can result in increased conflict, higher 

service demand, and greater long-term social and economic costs.  GYIP 

continue to look for funding to ensure this vital service continues. 

Willie Jones, Community Council Vice Chair and Treasurer 

 

 

Govan kids 
get a holiday 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Cassidy, managing director of Govan Workspace and Trustee of Govan 
Heritage Trust, describes the battle to fund the full restoration of Govan Old 

 

 

I can’t help thinking back to just the start of 2025 
when things seemed so hopeless, and the grand 

journey we’d embarked upon a decade earlier had run 

out of road. Our plan had been to construct an extension building 

that would rescue and breathe new life into Govan Old, but despite 

securing £1.5m from the Regeneration Capital Grant Fund, the 

project faced a massive shortfall of £650,000 that went all the way 

back to Covid, the lockdowns and the rampant inflation that 

followed.  
 

Following the opening of Govan’s new bridge in late 2024, visitor 

numbers and interest in the project had gone through the roof. The 

place was buzzing, all made possible by our volunteers who had 

turned out in numbers and done an amazing job handling 

unprecedented visitor traffic while delivering a customer service 

second to none. We were so lucky to have them, and they were 

already preparing for a bumper 2025 season. 
 

One final almighty push had to happen, and I’m so glad it did. 

Because, to our surprise, bewilderment and delight, 2025 was to 

usher in one miracle after another. In February we got news the 

National Lottery Heritage Fund had approved a grant of £250,000, 

which turned out to be a real game-changer and was such a vote of 

confidence in Govan Old that other funders were to take heed. 
 

The William Grant Foundation did just that and awarded us £75,000 

in March.  And our good fortune didn’t end there. In May we 

received a grant of £150,000 from the Garfield Weston Foundation. 

In June Sir Alex Ferguson, a remarkable man who has never 

forgotten his Govan roots and who’s supported us in the past, 

donated £50,000.  Then, in July we received £30,000 from the Swire 

Trust. 
 

It was all breathtaking stuff and a turnaround no one could have 

predicted. We were almost there but not quite.    

              was needed to bridge the final gap. The 
company didn’t have that level of cash to hand but 
was prepared to borrow in order to ensure the project 
went ahead. A loan application was made to the 
Architectural Heritage Fund and was approved on 17 
September 2025. For the very first time, the Extension 
package was complete. 

It would have been such a tragedy if the extension plan 
had been abandoned. It has always been critical to 
Govan Old’s viability, not just by generating money to 
meet overheads but, more importantly, by allowing the 
Victorian building to function legitimately as a public 
venue for the first time, with new toilets, disabled 
access and other facilities it didn’t possess. The 
extension paves the way for Govan Old to become a 
proper museum rivalling any other in Glasgow. 

Of all the jobs we’ve tackled in Govan over the past 
four decades, this has certainly been the most difficult 
nut to crack – more than a decade of highs and lows, 
stops and starts. It has demanded a marathon effort 
on the part of everyone involved – our tireless 

 

The last piece of the funding jigsaw was to come from my own 

board, Govan Workspace, which made a decision to invest 

whatever was needed to bridge the final gap. The company didn’t 

have that level of cash to hand but was prepared to borrow in 

order to ensure the project went ahead. A loan application was 

made to the Architectural Heritage Fund and was approved on 17 

September 2025. For the very first time, the Extension package 

was complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It would have been such a tragedy if the extension plan had been 

abandoned. It has always been critical to Govan Old’s viability, not 

just by generating money to meet overheads but, more 

importantly, by allowing the Victorian building to function 

legitimately as a public venue for the first time, with new toilets, 

disabled access and other facilities it didn’t possess. The extension 

paves the way for Govan Old to become a proper museum 

rivalling any other in Glasgow.  It has demanded a marathon effort 

on the part of everyone involved  
 

We’re very lucky to have such people in abundance here in 

Govan, individuals who simply don’t know when they’re beaten. 

Collectively, their actions and resolve have rescued the dreams 

and aspirations associated with Govan Old that were so close to 

being lost.  

 

As the Govan Old project moves forward and takes up its rightful 

place at the heart of regeneration and Govan’s future, they will all 

be able to look back with immense satisfaction and pride. 

Govan Workspace, 45 years of Social Enterprise. 
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Annie Morgan reports from the Friends of Elder Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 Govan Community Council has campaigned, 
alongside the GMB cleansing branch to secure 
more staffing for cleansing - with good results 
thanks to our local councillor Richard Bell 
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The Friends continue to be active in helping with the 

maintenance of the park, building on the good works 
of previous members.  

Rose Garden 
The restoration of the Rose Garden remains the principal focus for 

the Friends, with the key intention of using this process as a means 

of galvanising community involvement, giving an opportunity for 

people to get out into the fresh air, improve mental and physical 

health and wellbeing by combatting issues such as loneliness and 

isolation and to provide a context for members of the diverse 

Govan community to meet and work together with a shared 

purpose.  We welcome work by the NRS team at GCC to cut 

back the rhododendron bushes around the rose garden, though 

already it is clear this will soon need further attention. Below the 

Rose garden in its glory days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ancillary to this, the Friends have organised mini pop-ups featuring 

barbecues (and recently a pizza oven too), as well as planting days 

with the assistance of local young people and parents.  The first of 

these took place at the beginning of February when the park 

hosted the Imbolc - the Celtic celebration to welcome the Spring. 

The Portico 

The Portico area (the original entrance to a local eighteenth 

century mansion) has been partially restored (thanks especially to 

the efforts of Willie Jones, now vice chair of Govan Community, 

and local company Montgomery & Son).  Further work on the 

structure is planned in conjunction with Glasgow City Council. 

 

Other aspects of the Friend’s work include the creation of a 

wildflower avenue and beds for bees (to improve biodiversity), 

while an additional small garden has been created at the Daphne 

memorial. 

 

 

The Friends were delighted to be contributors to the Music 

Festival held in the Rose Garden in 2025, in co-operation with 

numerous local organisations and projects, especially Sunny 

Govan.  This keeps alive honouring the requirement in Mrs 

Elder’s gift, that the park be a place of music and healthful 

recreation. The Friends continue to have a key role in the newly 

formed Elderpark Community Events Committee (EPEC) which 

aims to provide a series of smaller events in the park throughout 

2026. 
 

Cleaning of the Pond 

Ancillary to this, the Friends have organised mini pop-ups 

featuring future activity planned for the park including the long 

awaited cleaning of the pond, to be undertaken by NRS, and the 

enhancement of a Community Orchard, in tandem with NRS and 

The Tree Council, with the assistance of corporate responsibility 

volunteers.  We aim also to include local schools in this activity. 

The Friends also aim to work together with the GALLANT team, 

a Glasgow University initiative who are active in looking at tree 

health in the park. 
 

The statue of Lady Elder 

Currently our focus is the Isabella Elder statue, where we are 

working towards creating a low maintenance site with gravel and 

container planters.  We hope that this will help with increasing 

awareness of our work and attracting more volunteers, to build 

our capacity.  Crucial to ensuring further progress is the issue of 

securing a suitable long-term location for the storage of 

community and FoEP equipment, for use in both park 

maintenance activities and the mounting of events. 

 

The Friends of Elder Park are appreciative of Govan Community 

Council’s interest in our work.  We look for assistance in ways in 
which our capacity can be increased. 

Annie Morgan is Chair of the Friends of Elder Park 

Management Committee 
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There are a few simple ways to take action and make your voice 

heard: Register to Vote! The Scottish Government election is 

coming up soon on the 7th May. It might feel like your vote doesn’t 

matter, or you don’t trust the system, but the only way to have a 

say in who represents you is to vote! If you aren’t sure if you can 

vote, confused about the election system, or anything else, a series 

of informational workshops will be held at Maslow’s Community 

Hub. (more information at maslowscommunity.org) There will also 

be a hustings event where you can question the candidates directly.  

 

Also, just because – and this is one I’ve heard a few times - you still 

need to pay council tax even if you aren’t registered to vote. If you 

do register, it gives you a say in the amount of tax you have to pay!  

 

Speak to your local representatives! We have four local councillors; 

Dan Hutchison, Ricky Bell, Stevie Dornan, and Imran Alam. We 

also have an MSP, Humza Yousaf, and an MP, Zubir Ahmed. It is 

their job to represent you and your concerns. This can cover 

everything from public transport and housing rights violations, to 

people dropping rubbish on your street. They each hold surgeries 

for you to come and speak to them about concerns you have- use 

them! Times can be found on the GCC website. 

  

Join the Community Council! Govan Community Council meets on 

the first Monday of every month, 7pm-9pm, at Maslows 

Community Hub. These meetings are open for all residents to raise 

ideas, issues and concerns with the council and local 

representatives. Govan Community Council has historically had 

members take issues all the way to Holyrood and Westminster.  

 

 

 Govan Community Council has campaigned, 
alongside the GMB cleansing branch to secure 
more staffing for cleansing - with good results 
thanks to our local councillor Richard Bell 
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Govan Help moving to new premises to  
create a family centre in central Govan 
reports its chief executive Viv Sawers 
 

Govan HELP has taken a lease on the building at 19 Nethan 

Street, formerly Rising Stars After School Care operated by 

Jobs and Business Glasgow, which will be developed to become 

Govan HELP Family Centre.  
 

Following some capital works to refurbish the building more in line with our 

needs, the team aim to move into the space in May/ June 2026. Govan HELP was 

also successful in securing the funding for the delivery of GCC's Place Based 

Programme for Govan which will lead on consultation with the community 

towards a new community plan. Govan HELP is currently recruiting a 

Community Connector post to lead this project.  

 

The Govan Pantry Food bank is facing more demand for food  – 

but less cash to get it 
The Govan Pantry membership is now 3792 people who have registered to use 

the service since it began in 2020. Sustaining The Govan Pantry has become 

more difficult due to changes in the Fare Share model which has seen a 

reduction of two thirds in the volume of food being supplied through our 

memberships and funders moving away from a preference for funding food 

projects.  

 

In this financial year so far the pantry has registered another 253 new customers. 

Govan HELP is reporting more complexity in the challenges being faced by 

families who are accessing support. There is an increase in the number of CP1 

and NOC's being submitted to Social Work for families where there are 

concerns. 

Viv Sawers, centre, with staff 
members, volunteers and local 

supporters 

 

Govan Community Council backs the 

Fire Brigades Union in its battle to 
protect the Govan Fire Station 

A year ago the Scottish government 

announced its intention, in light of budget 

pressures, to rationalise the Scottish Fire and 

Rescue Service. 

 

Govan Fire station was one of those targeted. Just 

‘temporarily’ one of its two fire tenders was removed 

prior to final decisiomns being made after the Scottish 

elections.  The FBU, supported by the Community 

Council, has argued this is highly irresponsible with 

Govan’s dense tenements, two major industrial 

workplaces as well as Scotland’s biggest hospital - still 

with Grenfell Tower type flammable cladding. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our retiring officers 
Danny O’Neill   
Community Council  
Chair since 2023 
 

I’ve been a member of the community council since 2017 and 

Chair for the last couple of years. I was born and bred in Govan 

and my family has deep roots here. My Belfast born granny arrived 

in Elderpark Street as a child in the early 1900s. She married a 

Cork man and settled in Govan. My dad was born in Taransay 

Street and my mum arrived from Galway in the early 60s.  

 

I grew up in a tenement room and kitchen in Pearce Street. My family and 

most of the neighbours had lived in the close since before the war and 

everyone had relatives who lived nearby. The flat itself, like much of the 

housing in central Govan, was a slum. The kitchen wall had a massive crack 

caused by a German bomb hitting Yorkhill Basin in 1940. The private 

landlord had never bothered to repair it, so the flat was freezing and riddled 

with dampness. We had no central heating, no hot running water and just a 

toilet with no bath. But at least we had an inside toilet at a time when many 

closes in Govan still had outside toilets on the landing.  

 

As a wee boy in the early 70s, Govan was a remarkably busy place, 

unrecognisable from today. The tenements were packed (overcrowded) and 

there were shops beside every close, much like Dumbarton Road or Byres 

Road now. That all changed in the mid-70s when the council started 

demolishing the tenements. We were lucky enough to get a council house in 

the new Harhill scheme but tens of thousands were moved out of Govan. As 

the housing stock was reduced the population declined, the schools emptied, 

families were scattered around Glasgow and beyond, and most of the shops 

and businesses, and the jobs, disappeared.  
 

Govan in the late 70s and early 80s was a wasteland of derelict buildings and 

empty land. At one point there wasn’t a single building left standing between 

Elder Park and Golspie Street. Mass unemployment in the 80s only increased 

poverty in the area.  
 

I mention all this not to gain sympathy, but to point out that the problems 

faced by Govanites 50 years ago are the same problems facing people in 

Govan now. Govan has changed in many ways, but we are still blighted by 

unemployment and poverty, poor housing and a lack of shops and amenities.  
 

And that’s where Govan Community Council comes in. Founded in 1977, 

our job is to represent the people of Govan and their interests. Over the 

last 50 years we have organised or helped in numerous campaigns, for 

instance to save Harhill Baths and to oppose water privatisation. Govan CC, 

along with the other G51 community councils and the local tenants 

associations, founded Govan Against The Poll Tax, which played a big part in 

the anti-Poll tax movement in Glasgow. I was actively involved in that 

campaign, which defeated the government and stopped the Poll Tax. A 

perfect example of the power that ordinary people have when they organise.  
 

More recently, we have campaigned against cuts to local government 

services such as cleansing and the fire service, and for better housing in 

Govan, to take some examples. Many of our members are also active in 

other organisations, such as the Govan Reminiscence Society, Friends of 

Elder Park, Maslow’s, and the Govan Weavers. I am involved in Govan 

Community Trust (a project to bring disused shop premises back into public 

use) and Get Glasgow Moving (a campaign for better public transport).  
 

If you are interested, please come to our monthly meetings. There is no 

need to become a full member or attend every month. These are public 

meetings. Everyone is welcome, whether your Govan roots go back a 

century or you’re a newcomer.  I have now moved to Partick, so can no 

longer carry on as Chair, but I’m still an associate member. Govan will 

always be my spiritual home. 
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I am a retired bookseller who moved to Govan 

more than 25 years ago. Not knowing many people 

here, I joined the Community Council hoping to 

make a connection with the community. 
 

This was a great decision. I received a warm welcome, and 

if you are a nosey person like me, being a member of the 

CC offered great opportunities - to hear of planning 

applications and disputes and to have a voice in debates 

about the future of Govan. In due course as Secretary I  

found myself writing to Government ministers. The 

postman was most impressed by the official envelopes of 

their replies. 
 

One of my particular interests is in housing and the CC is 

invited to openings of new developments. From ordinary 

blocks of flats, housing associations are now giving us great 

new communities like the flats near the new bridge with 

views to die for! Kitchen islands and lots of outdoor space 

like balconies and sunrooms (not that I'm jealous or 

anything?). At the same time I am acutely aware of the 

housing shortage and poor state of many of the older 

houses.  This is one of the issues on which we have 

campaigned. 
 

The CC has space for new members and gives a chance to 

have your voice heard. If there's something you feel 

strongly about, you will have the opportunity to question 

our elected representatives who are always invited to our 

meetings. With the CC behind you, your voice will be 

heard. 
 

Govan has of course changed over the years. Refugees and 

asylum seekers have come to Govan and become part of 

our lives. COVID came along, and some much-missed 

shops closed their doors for good as well as our banks, 

although the fight for the latter goes on.  And poverty has 

brought food banks and the Pantry came to Govan – an 

essential respite. 
 

The CC is not fighting alone. Govan Reminiscence Group 

remembers other fights lost and won as part of Govan's 

history and Govan Central Action Plan looks to the future, 

into conserving what is good and investing in what is 

needed now. Friends of Elder Park are preserving one of 

our neglected treasures and the work of Govan 

Workspace sees Fairfields and Govan Old come onto the 

tourist trail. Many other groups are working too. 
 

The Mary Barbour statue, across from our lovely new 

bridge, sees tourists taking selfies with Mary and her little 

Army and, as Secretary of the Remember Mary Barbour 

campaign, I am proud to feel a connection with that lady. 

 

I mean to remain an ordinary member of the CC while I 

can still contribute, but as more and more work is done 

online, a new generation of IT warriors is taking over some 

roles.  As for me, I can't wait to see what Govan does 

next!  

 

 

Esme Clark 

Community Council 
Secretary to 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire possesses all the life 

experience needed for a 

chair of our Community 

Council and, with it, a full 

understanding of the issues 

that people face locally.  

She was born in the area and 

went to school at Craigton 

Primary and then Penilee 

Secondary.  

 

Community Council helps remove scourge of 
dumped shopping trolleys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the past year Govan Community Council officers led by 

Willie Jones, along with our MP, have lobbied Asda about the 

constant problem of abandoned shopping trolleys littering 

streets and green sites.  The outcome has been very positive.  

ASDA has installed a special barrier which makes it much 

more difficult, if not impossible, to get trolleys out of the 

carpark and down Craigton Road.   

 
Unfortunately there are still other sources of trolleys, and 

these also need to be dealt with, but ASDA’s trolleys are 

absent.  A big thank you to ASDA’s manager. 
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After years in retail and 

insurance, I’m now a mature 

student studying Computing 

who also sells houseplants.    

I joined the Community Council 

after seeing volunteers championing 

Govan’s future and wanted to help 

and do what I could. 

 

 

Dumped 

shopping 

trollies in 

Elder Park 

pond 

The Community Council’s new 
officers 
CHAIR  CLAIRE DICKSON 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

At 20 she became a young mum. Three of her four children, 

one girl and two boys, attended the old Hills Trust Primary. At 

31 she entered further education at Cardonald College and, 

after moving to Fenwick, to Kilmarnock College.   

 

With the birth of her fourth child, Anna, she left further 

education and moved to Falkirk in 2014 finding work in a pub 

outside the town up in the braes – but soon used her FE 
knowledge to secure employment in a care home.  Privately 

owned, this proved a difficult experience.  Resources were 

inadequate for the care required.  She moved to another private 

care provider that assisted those needing special help in their 

own homes, a somewhat better experience, but without the 

resources to cope with Covid.   
 

After this she returned to Govan in 2021 with her youngest 

daughter Anna.  Here she found respite and support within the 

Maslow’s charity then being set up in Shaw Street and worked 

with its director Ruby to develop the premises as a 

‘community’, an actual home for all who needed support – men 

and women – and contributing some of her own materials to 

make it feel welcoming, not an ‘office’.  She comments that 

locally, over the past thirty years, she has seen a decline in the 

social facilities that Govan needs, the lack of accommodation 

and safe spaces.  Reversing this decline will be her main concern 

as Chair of the Community Council. 

 

 

SECRETARY  GREG EASTON 
could. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With no budget for stamps anymore, I stepped up as Secretary 

to bring us fully into the digital age, recovering our severed 

email lines and reopening communication with the City and 

beyond.  

 

In my first six months, I’ve represented Govan at City 

Council meetings to ensure we get the investment we 

deserve. I’m passionate about building on the 50 years 

of hard work by my predecessors by making our streets 

safer for pedestrians and improving public transport. 

 

 

Govan Old archaeology and 
 Natural Heritage update 

Govan Heritage Trust will once more be undertaking 

archaeological excavations and fieldwork during 2026. 

Excavations are being led by Professor Stephen Driscoll from 

the University of Glasgow and the fantastic team from Clyde 

Archaeology.  Hundreds of volunteers participated between the 

2022 season and September last year.  During the earlier months of 

2025 we concentrated on probing for sunken monuments and many 

previously unknown gravestones have been discovered through this 

meticulous survey work. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

This season we plan to: 

1. To further examine the structures in the south-east corner of the 

churchyard, which in the 19th century were used to house the Govan 

Stones. This structure and an adjacent shed stand on the site of the 

original medieval entrance to the churchyard. 

2. To continue the probing survey which locates buried grave stones, 

exposes and documents them. 
 

Most of our volunteering places are now full for the archaeological dig 

itself but you can still visit the site and learn about the archaeological 

process and what we have found so far.   
 

We will be having special open days at Govan Old on:  

Saturday 11th of April (11am-4pm)  

Saturday 30th of May (11am-4pm)   

Both open days are free of charge and we’ll have plenty of activities for 

families to enjoy. 
 

This year we will also be paying special attention to the 

natural habitat of the church and surrounding land, and will 

be providing free family friendly activities so that people can 

learn about their local wildlife and how to spot them.  Young 

people will especially like our upcoming Nature Detective 

workshops and can help us discover a rich variety of 

minibeasts in the Govan Old Churchyard.   

 

 

Pictish 

warrior 

tomb stone 

unearthed in 

2024 

 

 

 

Claire possesses all the 

life experience needed for 

a chair of our Community 

Council and, with it, a full 

understanding of the 

issues that people face 

locally. Born in 1977 Claire  

grew up in the area and went 

to school at Craigton Primary. 

and the 

 

After years in retail and 

insurance, I’m now a 

mature student studying 

Computing who also sells 

houseplants.    

I joined the Community 

Council after seeing 

volunteers championing 

Govan’s future and wanted 

to help and do what I could. 
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Surgery and other information for our Member of Parliament 

Community Council 
information 
Govan Community Council meets monthly, usually on 
the first Monday of the month, in Maslow’s on the 

corner of Langlands Road and Shaw Street. Anyone 
living in its area (from the motorway to the Clyde and 

from Drive Road to Broomloan Road) can attend to 

raise issues.  The Community Council is, by rule, non-
party political and non-sectarian. However, it deals 

politically with the needs of the community to raise 
issues of local concern with the City Council, the 

Scottish Parliament and the Westminster Parliament.  
 

The Community Council welcomes new members. It 

currently has vacancies and plans to hold elections 
prior to the AGM this coming October. 

 

Our Secretary, Greg Easton, can be contacted at   
gregeaston@gmail .com and our Chair, Claire 
Dickson, at  claired76@msn.com 

Our website is govancommunkitycouncil.com 

Our Facebook page is 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=6157115
1939954&locale=nl_BE# 

 

 

Details of Councillors’ 
surgeries 
Councillor Imran Alam 
Pearce Institute 840 Govan Road on second 
Wednesday of the month at 4-5 pm 
 
Councillor Richard Bell 
Elderpark Library, first Monday of  Month at 6 
pm 
 
Councillor Stephen Dornan 
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road on third 
Wednesday of the month at 2 pm 
 
Councillor Dan Hutchison 
Maslow’s Community Shop, 70 Shaw Street, G51 
3BL at 4-5 pm on the second Thurday of the 
month 
 
Other useful local contact numbers 
Police  0300 426 0101 
Emergency services   0141 445 2223 
City Council  0141 287 5050 
 
This newsletter is produced with a grant from the 
City Council and through support from our 
advertisers 
 


